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Newsletter staff: Barbara Ann Brumm, Tammy Lamb, Annette Uker, Janice 
Schonrock, Marlys Rogers and Fr. Ray Burkle 

Advent and Christmas: 
 
    It's hard to believe that Advent is upon us. This whole covid-19 pandemic 
has made almost this entire year, one that we'd all like to forget and get over 
with. Hopefully, a vaccine will be available soon, and covid-19 and all the 
"New Normals" (or as I call them "Temporary Normals") will be behind 
us. Advent is a time of waiting and anticipating. Isn't that what we've been do-
ing for the last 8+months? Do we really need four more weeks? Yes, we 
do. We've been waiting for covid to get over, and we are still waiting, but now 
we need to turn our attention to waiting for the promise of Christ, our Lord and 
Savior. This year, perhaps more than any other year, we need to find the long-
ing and joy that comes with Christmas. It will not be easy, as many of our loved 
ones will not be around to join us. At the current moment, I don't plan on going 
home to visit my Mom or other family that may come ‘Home for the Holidays’. 
However, I will take time to realize and appreciate the presence of Christ and 
God in my life. 
 
    It's easy to see the negative, the stress, the worries, the anxiety, easy to get 
depressed that things don't seem to be changing for the better. However, we 
need to have faith. This too shall pass. This, that is covid, is not a punishment 
from God, but the result of free will. Each of us also has a free-will to try and 
find the best in things. To see that silver lining in this dark cloud and pray to 
God that His grace will fall upon us with a vaccine ending this pandemic. That 
might be our 'Christmas Miracle' this year. 
 
    Due to the current situation that we are in, however, I strongly encourage 
families who have members coming home for Christmas, to consider watching 
Mass via live-stream. Masses will be as follows: 
 
December 24 
          4:00pm Sacred Heart, Osage (live-streamed) 
          6:00pm Visitation, Stacyville 
 
December 25 
          8:30am Visitation, Stacyville 
         10:30am Sacred Heart, Osage (live-streamed) 
 
I'm working on being able to live-stream the two Masses from Stacyville as 
well, but not yet sure how well it will work. Hopefully, I'll have good news 
soon. 
 
I'll be offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation on the following days and 
times: 
Saturday, December 19, 1:00 pm Sacred Heart 
Sunday, December 20, 1:00 pm Visitation 
Tuesday, December 22, 5:30 pm Sacred Heart 
Wednesday, December 23, 5:45 pm Visitation 
Thursday, December 24, 1:00 pm Sacred Heart 
 
You may also call and schedule a time for Reconciliation. 



 

Page 2 ST. ISIDORE NEWSLETTER  

Reflections of My Christmas Past…by Leo E. Chisholm 
     It is easy for me to think about Christmas past as I was born on December 24, 1930. I had two sisters; one 
born on December 23 and one that was born December 28 following the death of my Dad in July 1943 of that 
year. Mom was left with 6 children. 
     Christmas and birthdays were always together. We lived on a farm and had no electricity but we always cut 
an evergreen from the woods and then we would decorate with paper stars and cut-out angels. I never realized 
until years later that angels were not that fat. We would string popcorn for decorations and would have candles 
that Mom would light only if we were good but only for a few minutes. Why we never burned down the house 
is a blessing or miracle. 
     My gifts were mostly clothing or something I could use for making my chores easier. If Santa was good to 
me, I could maybe get a new set of long underwear. What a gift!! 
     The trees we cut down would now be 80-100 feet tall now. 
     I still plan to celebrate my birthday and Christmas this year. The gifts will be different, I hope! 

Christmas Eve at Grandma and Grandpa’s…by Janice Schonrock 
     On a cold and dark December 24th evening many years ago my family of seven crowded into our old car 
with some laps holding food and others another child. There were No seat belts back then. We were all bun-
dled in woolen coats, snow-pants, boots, mittens, stocking caps and scarves, plus a blanket or two, in case the 
heater didn’t work too well! Off we went to Grandmother’s House, about four miles out in the country! It was 
Christmas Eve and to say we five kids were excited would be an understatement! There would be all kinds of 
Food, Fun, and a house Full of Family! You see, my grandparents lived in a small farmhouse. There were two 
rooms downstairs, a kitchen and small living room, with a tiny bedroom that was piled high with coats. And 
usually held a sleeping baby! No room for kids to play! There was no bathroom, just the outhouse out back; no 
running water, just a water pail with a dipper from which everyone drank! 
     Most of the families had lots of kids, some from Wisconsin even came for Christmas. How exciting to see 
all those cousins! Then there were a couple of great aunts and uncles who joined us to see everyone! I’m not 
sure of the exact count, but maybe 50 people, maybe more. 
     Oyster Stew was the main course, but the table was full of the side dishes! Grandma’s homemade bread and 
kolaches smelled mighty delicious! Where to sit, on the stairs, the floor, propped in a corner, or watch for 
someone to get up and steal their chair? Wherever!! 
     After the dishes were washed, it was gift exchange time. We cousins had drawn names at Thanksgiving 
time, so we were anxious to see who had our name, what we got, and hoped the cousin that got our gift was 
happy. Then, it was time for Grandma to go upstairs and bring down the Boxes, one for each family. What a 
delight it was to open the unwrapped box, dig in and try to figure out what gift belonged to which family mem-
ber! Grandma had been shopping all year for all of us, over 30 grandchildren, and 20 some adults. I don’t 
know how she did it. In later years, we would sometimes find a strange gift in our box, (Baby bib for a family 
with no baby?) We just chuckled and chalked it up to Grandma’s age. Guess What? Now I’m that age!! Oops, 
how did that happen? Great Memories! 

Christmas Traditions 

Christmas Memory...by Delores Poohl 
     Several weeks before Christmas, my mom's sewing room would get a major cleaning, the door would be 
closed and locked. Major SECRET preparations going on inside. 
     On Christmas Eve, we would have an early supper so Dad could do chores and we would hopefully get a 
visit from Santa later. Supper clean-up followed as well as baths and rosary. Dad seemed extra slow with 
chores and of course he had to shower. When everyone was cleaned up and dressed, we headed to the living 
room where we saw, for the first time, our lighted, decorated Christmas tree with real candy bars and orna-
ments, and many gifts under the tree. 

Christmas at the Ives Family...by Vera Kasel 
     We put our dinner plate where we sat at the dining room table. Then, when Santa came, he’d put some 
candy and nuts on our plate. That was ours. We didn’t use a stocking. Our Santa gift was also placed at the 
table where we sat. We didn’t get a tree until 1947, but still used the plates on the table. We didn’t open our 
gifts until we got home from the 5:30 Mass. We, mother, made date sticks and fruit cake for Christmas. I 
make the date sticks each year. 
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Christmas Traditions 

Christmas of My Youth…by Marlys Rogers 
     What I miss most from the Christmas of my youth is the excitement of the fragrance of the Christmas tree. 
No fire retardant was used at that time, and it was delightful to step from the cold and snowy outdoors into the 
warmth of the farmhouse and just breathe in the scent. Other things I miss are those that were “gifts” from my 
mother – cranberry walnut bread, 24-hour fruit salad, smooth and creamy divinity, fudge, and delicate, lightly 
frosted cookies. 

Thanksgiving and Christmas Past…by Barbara Ann Brumm 
     Thanksgiving:  The Grandparents were always a blessing at Thanksgiving. After the meal the family would 
set up the Christmas tree and tell stories of Thanksgiving and Christmas past as we decorated the tree with or-
naments that Grandma made and admired those unique priceless ornaments that the children made. Those are 
happy memories, especially being grateful for each other’s presence in our lives. Food, family, laughter. Life 
was simple and good. 
     Christmas Eve:  Presents were opened on Christmas Eve after Santa left the house. Fruit, nuts and candy 
were a special treat that we waited for all year. One gift from Santa was accepted with excitement, maybe a 
doll dress for the doll received last year or a box of Lincoln logs.  After presents were opened and enjoyed, we 
were off to bed to awake in time for midnight Mass. 
     Christmas Day:  Midnight Mass. Baby Jesus was our gift this day. Family was our gift this day. No presents 
were given or opened on Christmas day.   

My Memories of Christmas Past...by Mary Lou Kennedy 
     When my three boys were little, we had special things that we did to make the Birthday of Jesus special: 
1) We would move the statues of Mary and Joseph a bit closer to the stable each day of Advent. By Christmas, 
they were in the stable and Jesus was there then. 
2) We would pick out and chop down a tree with each boy having his turn cutting it down. One tree was so big 
that it would topple down until we finally got it anchored better. The boys would make their own decorations. 
3). On Christmas Eve, we went to evening Mass. One year Steve carried up the Baby Jesus. As soon as he got 
back to the pew he laid down and slept through the rest of Mass. 
I hope that these activities made the Christmas celebration more meaningful to my boys.  

Reflections of My Christmas Past…by Annette Uker 
     As I was reading Janice Schonrock’s reflections, I, also, remember our family receiving an unwrapped box 
from our grandparents which included gifts for all five of us children. The few that I remember had colors and 
coloring books and other needed supplies. 
    Our family opened wrapped gifts Christmas Eve and then Santa came Christmas morning. Dad would tease 
us for the whole week before saying “Shall we open gifts today!?” He would get us all excited and then said 
that we needed to wait. Well, this one year, early Christmas Eve afternoon, we were all relentless. Our parents 
said that we could open one gift that would be shared by all of us. Apprehensively, we unwrapped the box and 
there were five pairs of used ice skates. Excitedly, we got warmly dressed, grabbed our skates and a shovel, 
and headed across the gravel road to the small creek. We shoveled the snow off the ice and had a great time 
trying to skate but falling several times. 
     Christmas morning was always exciting because we would receive one toy. My favorite year was when I 
received a doll and a plastic doll bed with a homemade blanket. We also always received fruit, nuts in their 
shells that we had to crack, hard candies (loved the ribbon ones) and of course, who doesn’t love new under-
wear! 

Christmas' Past...by Fr Ray Burkle 
     My first memories of Christmas as a child were when we'd all get a wake up call from my mom, telling us 
that Santa had come during the night.  We would all hurry and run downstairs, and each of us had a separate 
pile of toys, gifts and candy.  Then when I was about 9 or 10, the candy was on a separate pile, but all the toys 
and gifts were wrapped under the tree.  My youngest brother made a comment, "I liked it better when the gifts 
were loose."  That year, the oldest child passed out a gift, and we all watched as it was unwrapped, then the 
next, and next and so on, making sure that everyone received gifts in equal turns. Each succeeding year, the 
next oldest in line took the duty of passing out the gifts. 
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Visitation Parish Fall Festival...by Betty Johnson 

     The Visitation Parish Fall Festival was held on Sunday, September 20, from 4 to 6 p.m. Due to concerns of 
Covid-19 exposure risk, it was decided to have a drive-thru meal rather than the traditional dine-in meal and 
festivities. Our meal included a pork loin sandwich, bbq baked beans, chips, cookie, and water or milk. The 
pork loin was prepared by Brigham’s North of the Border BBQ and the baked beans were prepared by Ronnie 
& Becky Pitzen. We were fortunate to have large pork loins so were able to serve more than originally 
planned. The committee planned for 500 meals, but we ended up serving just under 600 meals. We were 
blessed with a beautiful day and a steady stream of cars.  
     We also had our annual raffle with a chance to win $400, $200, $100, or $100. The drawing was held fol-
lowing the completion of the drive-thru event. Our top prize winner of $400 was Brian & Kim Schaefer, 2nd 
prize winner of $200 was Sue Weber, 3rd prize winner of $100 was MaryBeth Hemann, and our 4th prize win-
ner of $100 was Dave May. The donations for the water and milk came from Omnitel Communications and 
Mitchell County Dairy Promotion. All groceries and other items were purchased through Thome’s Grocery 
but thanks to the many individuals and businesses who donated, we were left with minimal expenses. Total 
raised exceeded our expectations with a net income of $20,310! 
     Visitation Catholic Church can’t thank everyone enough for donating, working, coming to grab a meal, or 
helping in any other way. The support of our parish and local as well as neighboring communities is over-
whelming. As the saying goes in relation to COVID-19, we are in this together and that statement also holds 
true with the Visitation Catholic Community of Stacyville! 

Photographer asked them 
to smile. 
They said they were!! 
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     Sacred Heart Oratory in Meyer held its annual Fall Supper on October 25, 2020. As this is the only fund-
raiser the Oratory has, the decision was made to move forward but as a drive through with take outs.  
     The traditional turkey, dressing and all the trimmings meal was prepared and served by many volunteers 
who gather together every year to make this event a success. We had several new faces join the work crew this 
year even though they were covered by masks!  
     A huge thank you goes out to all those who came to support this event. Even the season’s first snow was 
not able to put a damper on the event. Over 1100 meals were served and the generous free will donations will 
be used for the upkeep of the church building. This is an all-time record number of dinners served.  
     Special thanks to the following businesses and individuals who donated: Absolute Energy, Adams Graphix, 
Adams Plumbing & Heating, Albert Smith Trucking, Betty's Hairstyling, Big J's Repair, Bisbee Income Tax, 
Blake’s Auto, Bob Marreel, Bubble’s Café, Broad Street Diesel, Chuck Koenigs Electric, Curt's Auto Body, 
CUSB Bank, D&E Carpet, Darrel Thome, Farmer's Feed & Grain, Farmers State Bank, First Citizens Bank, 
Harry Isaac, Hemann Insurance, Heaven on Earth Massage, Home Trust Bank, Jan Klapperich-Pioneer Seed, 
Jim Blake Trucking, Johnson Oil, K & N Minimart, Klapperich Farm Systems, Lonnie Weber Repair, Meyer 
Garage, Northern Country Coop, Phil Brumm, Roger Hemann Construction, Rose Ann McCarthy, Schroeder 
& Sites, St. Ansgar State Bank, Stacyville Farm Implement, Susan Stenzel-Catholic United, Thome’s Gro-
certy, Tupperware—Pam Schaefer-Smith, & United Farmers State Bank. 

Sacred Heart Oratory, Meyer Fall Supper...by Annette Adams 
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Sacred Heart Oratory, Meyer Fall Supper 

What Do You Want for Christmas? 
      This is a question we ask each other often before Christmas. Yet how many of us actually take a few 
minutes to kneel before the altar and ask Him what He wants from us this Christmas. 
     When we kneel and ask Jesus what He wants from us, it is very possible that we will hear Him whisper that 
He wants us to share a little more of our time with Him. Maybe each of us could include in our list to spend 
more time with God. 
—Participate in Mass more frequently to the level of our comfort in person or online. 
—Find some time for prayer each morning. 
—End our day with spiritual reading. 
—Say the rosary while we drive to work or with our family. 
—Participate in Eucharistic Adoration. 
—Stop into church occasionally for a quiet visit. 
—Set up an appointment for Reconciliation. 
     The gift of time with God could be the very best gift we could give ourselves in this most unusual year. It 
maybe, just maybe be what our own hearts are truly longing for to bring us peace. 
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Sacred Heart Chili Dinner...by Samantha Taets 

On Tuesday, November 3, the 2020 General Election Night, Sacred Heart hosted a Drive-Thru Chili Supper 
with cinnamon rolls, side of fresh carrots and celery and a bag of Fritos. This event took place from 4-7pm 
and was made possible from a great team of people making the chili on Monday and another great team of 
people making the cinnamon rolls and putting together the to-go boxes on Tuesday. Anyone and everyone 
was welcome to drive through the east side of the church by the kitchen door to place an order for how many 
to-go boxes they wanted and gave a free-will donation for their food. Approximately 290 people were served 
with a profit of $2,416. Thanks to everyone who helped make the night a success! 
This event was planned by the  
Fundraising Committee. 
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St. Isidore Youth Ministry Launches Shoe Drive Fundraiser to Raise Money for Catholic 
HEART WorkCamp Mission Trip, Summer 2021...by Tammy Lamb 

     St. Isidore Youth Ministry is conducting a shoe drive fundraiser from NOW through January 18, 2021 to 
raise funds for the Catholic HEART WorkCamp Mission trip in Summer 2021. St. Isidore Youth Ministry will 
earn funds based on the total weight of the pairs of gently worn, used and new shoes collected, as Funds2Orgs 
will issue a check for the collected shoes. Those dollars will benefit the Catholic HEART WorkCamp Mission 
trip in Summer 2021. Anyone can help by donating gently worn, used and new shoes at Sacred Heart Church 
east entrance, Sacred Heart Faith Formation Center entrance, and Visitation Church middle entrance or eleva-
tor door entrance or by calling Tammy at 641-732-3428 to arrange an appointment for pick up. 

     All donated shoes will then be redistributed throughout the Funds2Orgs network of micro-enterprise (small 
business) partners. Funds2Orgs works with micro-entrepreneurs in helping them create, maintain and grow 
small businesses in developing countries where economic opportunity and jobs are limited. Proceeds from the 
sales of the shoes collected in shoe drive fundraisers are used to feed, clothe and house their families. One 
budding entrepreneur in Haiti even earned enough to send her son to law school. 

"We are excited about our shoe drive," said Tammy. "We know that most people have extra shoes in their 
closets they would like to donate to us. By doing so, we raise money for the Catholic HEART WorkCamp 
Mission trip, and we have the chance to help families in developing nations who need economic opportunities. 
It's a win-win for everyone.” 

     By donating gently worn, used and new shoes to the St. Isidore Youth Ministry, the shoes will be given a 
second chance and make a difference in people’s lives around the world.  

Holiday Cookie Sale...by Tammy Lamb 
 
St. Isidore Youth Ministry is taking orders for pre-cut, frozen Christmas & Gin-
gerbread Cookies NOW thru December 9th. Simply Bake ~n~ Decorate!  De-
livery/Pick up after December 14th. Just $16 a box! Sugar cookie box comes 
with 3 dozen pre-cut Christmas cookies. 
Gingerbread cookie box comes with 16 pre-
cut gingerbread cookies. Contact Tammy at 
732-3428 or stop by the cluster office to or-
der. Money needs to be collected before De-
cember 9th. Proceeds going to the Catholic 
Heart WorkCamp Mission trip/National 
Catholic Youth Conference. 
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Second Grade Reconciliation Pumpkin Project... by Tammy Lamb 
 
Things are a little different this Faith Formation year. The second grade children from Sacred Heart got to 
carve their Reconciliation Pumpkin at home with their family instead of being in the Faith Formation class-
room. These second graders are preparing for First Reconciliation, please pray for them: Maycie Jones, 
Mckenna Kuper, Maci Malmin, and Kamryn Wagner. They will receive First Reconciliation sometime in Jan-
uary or February 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic HEART Workcamp—June 12-19, 2021...by Tammy Lamb 
     You are invited to spend a life-changing week serving the poor with 300-
400 other teens & adults from around the United States during this summer. 
St. Isidore will be taking a group to Catholic HEART Workcamp in Denver, 
CO from Saturday, June 12, to Saturday, June 19. Camp is open to anyone 
currently in 8th grade or older. 
 
     This service trip isn’t a vacation. These participants work very hard in the 
heat of the summer to help those in need. This trip combines fun, music, sacra-
ments, laughter, new friends, hard work, service, prayer and so much more. We 
are able to meet families whose needs are much greater than ours and experi-
ence the joy of helping in simple ways. In serving these families, we not only 
touched their lives, but profoundly touch our own. This trip requires full partici-
pation and commitment from students and chaperones.  
 
     We are taking 6 students and 2 chaperones. The cost of this trip is $375. In 
order to make it more affordable for families, the church is offering scholar-
ships to lower the cost. Each student could receive up to $200 off their trip. 
If you would like more information on CHWC, please go to their website at 
www.heartworkcamp.com. If you have questions or would like to sign up, 
please contact Tammy Lamb at 641-732-3428 or dbq152re1@dbqarch.org. 

2020 Religious Retirement Collection  
The annual collection for Religious Retirement will be the weekend of December 12-13 across the country, 
including in the Archdiocese of Dubuque.  
To donate by mail: 
National Religious Retirement Office, 3211 Fourth Street NE, Washington DC 20017-1194 
(Make check payable to Retirement Fund for Religious 
See insert in December 12/13 bulletin. 

http://www.heartworkcamp.com
mailto:dbq152re1@dbqarch.org
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Visitation Pumpkin Prayer Project 2020...by Barbara Ann Brumm 

This year we were not able to have our annual Pumpkin Prayer 
project with our Faith Formation Families, therefore pumpkins were given 
to each family with instructions and the prayers for completion in their 
home. The pumpkin prayer is a prayer written to help the children and 
families think about their relationship with God. As they carved a pump-
kin, they asked God to; open their minds, take all their sins, open their 
eyes, accept their words " I'm sorry", open their ears, open their mouths to 
speak God’s word, and let His light shine, asking God to fill them with 
grace so He can shine brightly through them. Thank you to Karen and 
Doug Brumm for donating the pumpkins again this year.   



 

Page 11 ST. ISIDORE NEWSLETTER  

Visitation Parish Faith Formation...by Barbara Ann Brumm  
 
            In our effort to offer Faith Formation to our Parish children and families during this Pandemic, we initi-
ated a ZOOM Faith Formation program this year. Thank you to the Catechists, who have been amazing in 
adapting to this style of teaching, to the parents for their support and acceptance of this program, to the chil-
dren/students who have responded with great participation, and to the Parishioners for your prayers. We are 
the Body of Christ, we are the Church, we all are given a unique gift from God to accept and share with all of 
God’s creation. 
             “Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough. Give your best anyway”  
St. Mother Teresa. 

 
November has filled our lives with opportunities to pray, to remember those who are Saints and those 

who are examples of Saints in our lives; for those who have died to ensure freedom for our Country and the 
poor of the world; for those who have and who presently serve in our Armed Forces. We renew our Thanks-
giving for all the precious gifts God has given us, mostly His promise of Salvation and His love to share.    

 
Thanksgiving Mass and gatherings will be challenging, stressful and different for families this year but 

let us be thankful for the blessings God has given us in our lives.  
 

 “Let us be grateful for the gift of living, for the ability to love and be loved, for the opportunity to see 
the everyday wonders of creation, for a mind that thinks and a body that feels. Let us also be grateful for the 
things in our lives that are less than we would have hoped them to be; things that are challenging, unfair, or 
difficult, for when our hearts feel stretched and empty, let us remember that God is as near to us as our next 
breath and that in the midst of the chaos in our lives we are growing and learning. In the silence of our souls, 
let us thank God most of all for his unconditional and eternal love.”   Thanksgiving blessings. 
   
  With much anticipation we look forward to the Advent season, beginning November 29. As we long 
for the coming of Jesus, we gather in prayer and preparation. We remind ourselves of our great need for God, 
we remind ourselves of the brokenness of the world reflected by the brokenness in our own hearts. We pray 
that Advent will be a time to give thanks to those we love, welcome the gift of the Christ Child, and permit 
God to do great things in us.   
 

Pray daily. Luke 9:1-6 tells us to share in the mission of Jesus. It will not always be easy, but it is al-
ways possible if you trust in Him.   

Registration is now open for the 
2021 Virtual Archdiocesan Women’s Conference 
Beauty in Christ: ON FIRE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT! 
Saturday, January 30, 2021, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
     This year’s virtual event will include many of the same opportunities you have 
come to expect—just in a different format!  And the cost is just $25 per person! 
This year, we are also making Group pricing available! So, mark your calendars 
for this outstanding day. Plan now for a day filled with: 

Talks by two national speakers. 
Prayer opportunities 
An opportunity to “visit” vendors—virtually! 
Time to connect with other women in small groups—virtually! 

Remember—you can even join if you’re a snow bird!!! Featured speakers in-
clude Maria Vadia and Caroline Gambale-Dirkes, with Maria offering talks in English 
and Spanish! 
     The day is sure to ignite women into a deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit! 
Let’s fire up our faith! You can find more information 
at:  https://www.archwomensconference.org/. And you can register today! 

https://dbqarch.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23f2ef1a55ef239418b89ff58&id=9ff6fb3434&e=4fc773ef01
https://dbqarch.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23f2ef1a55ef239418b89ff58&id=e677fe497e&e=4fc773ef01
https://dbqarch.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23f2ef1a55ef239418b89ff58&id=e467eafc09&e=4fc773ef01
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Anniversaries 
 
25 years 
February 14 Larry & Judy Gergen 
 
30 years 
December 1 Norbert & Marybeth Hemann 
 
35 years 
February 14 Mark & Kim Weis 
 
40 years 
December 6 James & Lana Blaser 
 
45 years 
February 21 Steve & Shirley Penney 
 
50 years 
December 28 Rick & Darlys Rogers 
January 2 Keith & Denise Mayer 
January 16 James & Helen Gerk 
 
60 years 
December 31 Duane & Carolyn Johnson 

Happy Birthday! Celebrate 85  years and older. 
 
Sacred Heart 
December 4 James Neuwohner 
December 7 Richard Formanek 
December 24 Leo Chisholm 
January 12 LaVerne Mullenbach 
January 14 Marie Donner 
January 19 Dolores Goche 
January 19 Roma Hemann 
January 22 Barb Halladay 
February 5 Bernice Paulson 
February 7 Clem Loecher 
February 8 Jean Taets 
February 12 Marjorie Showalter 
February 13 Geneva Kolbet 
February 16 Florence Krones 
February 17 Lucille Werner 
February 27 Edward Boehmer 

Visitation 
December 10 Lucy Knutson 
December 11 Anita Adams 
December 15 Olga Thurnau 
January 2 Dean Adams 
January 15 Marcene Heimerman 
January 30 Deo Koenigs 
February 3 Kenneth Hemann 
February 11 Vernon Mayer 
February 21 Robert Mayer 

O wondrous Lord,  
To have a home, to return to it,  
When there are so many brothers and sisters  
Who have nowhere to go.  
 
To smile, to dream, to love  
When so many cry,  
And so many hate each other.  
 
Above all,  
To have little to ask you for  
And so much to thank you for.  
 
--Catholic Relief Services ( Nicaragua) 

Giving Thanks  
 
I give your thanks, Lord,  
For my perfect arms  
When so many have suffered mutilation.  
 
For my perfect eyes,  
When so many cannot see.  
 
For my voice that sings  
When so many are reduced to silence.  
 
For my hands that work  
When so many beg.  

Sacred Heart Guild Supper 
Sacred Heart Church will be hosting the Guild Supper on Thursday, December 10. 
Menu is ham and turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes & gravy, corn, salad & pie. 
Serving is from 4:30-6:30pm. 
Free-will donation.  Public is welcome. 
Please use the north entrance to the parking lot on the east side of the Church. 
This will be a DRIVE-THRU ONLY event.  
St. Isidore Ladies, you will be able to use your “Buy One Get One Free” card at the February 11 Guild Sup-
per, since the December event is Free-Will Donation.  
 
Christmastime is also about giving. Do you have a neighbor or friend that would appreciate not having to cook 
a meal? Or maybe that person is homebound? Or has been in quarantine? Offer to pick up a meal for them. 
 

** We would appreciate if you would call the Church office at (641)732-4342 by Monday,     
     December 7,  to reserve your meals. 



 

Page 13 ST. ISIDORE NEWSLETTER  

Listening as Spiritual Hospitality 
     To listen is very hard because it asks of us so much interior stability that we no longer need to prove our-
selves by speeches, arguments, statements or declarations. True listeners no longer have an inner need to 
make their presence known. They are free to receive, to welcome, to accept. 
     Listening is much more than allowing another to talk while waiting for a chance to respond. Listening is 
paying full attention to others and welcoming them into our very beings. The beauty of listening is that those 
who are listened to start feeling accepted, start taking their words more seriously and discovering their own 
true selves. Listening is a form of spiritual hospitality by which you invite strangers to become friends, to get 
to know their inner selves more fully, and even to dare to be silent with you. 
--Henri Nouwen-- 

Make your own Jesse Tree...by Annette Uker 

If you are interested in creating a Jesse Tree, please contact Annette at the office by phone (732-4342) or 
email dbq152s@dbqarch.org. Annette can either email the ornament file to you or print it out for you. Purple 

paper is available in the office, if wanted. The ornaments match the ones 
in the “Praying the Jesse Tree” devotional pamphlet which is also avail-
able in the Sacred Heart gathering space. 

Christmas Gift for St. Isidore parishioners 
Watch for your Chirstmas gift which will be available at both parishes during 
Advent. 
 
     “Do Something Beautiful for God is Mother Teresa’s enduring invitation 
and challenge to the world. This is not an abstract invitation but a deeply per-
sonal and intimate one. There is so much happening in the world and so much 
happening within our own hearts, minds, and souls. All this makes it is easy to 
lose sight of what matters most and get absorbed in what matters least. 
     Mother Teresa is an icon of goodness, one of the most beloved women in 
history. How did she become so much to so many people? Little by little. 
Small acts performed with great love. You become an icon of goodness by 
striving to be good and by consistently doing good. 
     On these pages, you will find the essential teachings of Mother Teresa. 
They provide remarkable insight into the depths of her heart, mind, soul, and 
life. They will comfort  you in  your affliction and afflict you in  your com-
fort. But most of all, in the midst of all the activity and noise of your life, you 
will hear Mother Teresa encouraging you by gently saying: Do something 
beautiful for God with your life!” 
 
     The book has a thought for each day of the year. For example, on January 
11 it says, “Prayer makes your heart bigger, until it is capable of containing 
the gift of God himself. 

Look for the Jesse Tree that will be in the 
Sacred Heart gathering space during Advent. Jesse tree ornaments are symbols of any story from the Bible. 
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Making an Advent Wreath...by Janice Schonrock 

Have you ever made an Advent Wreath for your home or did you think they were only for the 
church? Actually, you can make one for your family without spending a lot of money. They are easy to make 
and a meaningful way to Keep Christ in Christmas! 
 
This Tradition originated in Germany in the 16th century as part of Spiritual Preparation for the coming of Je-
sus at Christmas. 
 
Items you will need are: 
Artificial WREATH - (Circle of Evergreen represents ETERNITY) 
(Maybe you have a plain one in your Christmas stash?) 
4 CANDLES- (3 Purple - 1 Rose/Pink) - (Candles represent the coming of Christ, A LIGHT TO THE 
WORLD) (Purple for Royalty-Jesus our King and Rose/Pink for the Joy of Anticipation) -(Can order online) 
CANDLE HOLDER or 4 smaller holders. (Hopefully you have something that will work) 
DECORATIONS - (Ribbons, Pine Cones, Flowers, Small Christmas Ornaments in white, silver, gold, small 
Nativity, angels) - personalize - make it your own! 
WHITE PILLAR CANDLE (optional - to place in center and light on Christmas Day - called The Christ Can-
dle) 
DIRECTIONS: 
FIND A SPOT TO PLACE YOUR WREATH - (Dining Table, Coffee Table, Side Table) 
ADD CANDLE HOLDER/S AND CANDLES 
DECORATE  -  SEE Pictures for Ideas! 
Advent Wreath Prayers are included in this newsletter on the next page. 
 
Your ADVENT WREATH is ready to use. (Each Sunday or every day/evening during ADVENT).    
MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS   (Begin and End with this) 
1st Week Begin by lighting one purple candle (HOPE) and read the prayers for that week. 
2nd Week - Light candle from week 1 and another purple candle. (PEACE) - Read prayers for second week. 
3rd Week - Light those first 2 purple candles plus rose/pink candle. (JOY) - Read prayers for third week. 
4th Week - Light all 4 candles. (LOVE) - Read prayers for fourth week. 
Christmas Day - If using a White Pillar in center (PURITY) light All Candles!!!  Have a Blessed Christmas! 
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10 Ways to Pray 
   
For weekly prayer updates, visit icommittopray.com 
The Voice of the Martyrs (Celebrating 50 years in 2019) 
 
PRAY OUR PERSECUTED FAMILY WILL 
1 Sense God’s presence - In the same way, it was not Christ who glorified himself in becoming high 

priest, but rather the one who said to him: “You are my son; this day I have begotten you.”  (Heb. 13:5)
        

2  Know we are praying for them - I am grateful to God, whom I worship with a clear conscience as my 
ancestors did, as I remember you constantly in my prayers, night and day.  (2 Tim. 1:3) 

 
3  Experience God’s comfort - May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us 

and given us everlasting encouragement and good hope through his grace, encourage your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good deed and word.  (2 Thess. 2:16-17) 

 
4  See God open doors to evangelism - At the same time, pray for us, too, that God may open a door to us 

for the word, to speak of the mystery of Christ, for which I am in prison.  (Col. 4:3)  
                    

5  Boldly share the gospel - They laid hands on them and put them in custody until the next day, since it 
was already evening.  (Acts 4:29) 

 
6 Mature in their faith - It is he whom we proclaim, admonishing everyone and teaching everyone with 

all wisdom, that we may present everyone perfect in Christ, For this I labor and struggle, in accord with 
the exercise of his power working within me.  (Col 1:28-29) 

 
7 Be granted wisdom in covert ministry work - As the commander dismissed the young man he directed 

him, “Tell no one that you gave me this information.” Then he summoned two of the centurions and 
said, “Get two hundred soldiers ready to go to Caesarea by nine o’clock tonight, along with seventy 
horsemen and two hundred auxiliaries.  (Acts 9:23-25) 

   
8 Remain joyful amid suffering - So they left the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they had been 

found worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.  (Acts 5:41) 
             
9 Forgive and love their persecutors - But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who perse-

cute you.  (Mat. 5:44) 
 
10 Be rooted in God’s Word - All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work.  (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

COME TO THE FEAST “Exploring the Sunday Readings” 
 
A great deal of praying went up from the earth in recent months, and from some unusual places. While church-
es, synagogues, and mosques went silent for a time, porches, cars, and living rooms became sacred spaces. 
Solitary strolls turned into labyrinth walks, as wanderers sought clarification, peace, or just a way through. 
Some Catholics dusted off long-unused rosaries and prayer books. We also prayed in front of our computers, 
TVs, and phones as we participated in virtual liturgies and spiritual communions. 
 
And through this long season of praying in strange new ways and from odd places, many of us anticipated the 
day when we could return to the feast that uniquely captures our hearts. While some virtual Masses may have 
had better preachers or more talented singers than the ones waiting for us at our parishes, nothing can replace 
the community that gathers in person. The privilege of joining at that table, celebrating our joys and mourning 
our losses together, is something few of us will take for granted anytime soon. 
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Return Service  Requested  

Baptisms 
VIS 9-4-20 Malee Joan, daughter of Cody & Sarah Meyer 
VIS 9-5-20 Brandt William, son of Jake & Lisa Wilcox 
SH 9-12-20 Rodrigo Andre Castro, son of Carlos Ruben Ayala & Lennys Angeliz Rivera 
VIS 9-20-20 Jackson Cole, son of Cole & Jessica Smith 
VIS 10-3-20 Lucas Allen, son of Scott Brumm & Marisa Thilges 

Sacred Heart Oratory 
Meyer  

Deaths this past year 
Dorothy McCarthy 

Chuck Hackenmiller 
Audrey Winkels 
Christina Freund 

Marriages 
SH 8-29-20 Tyler Thome & Hanna Shade 

VIS 9-19-20 Alex Emerson & Mel Gerbig 

VIS 10-10-20 Kory Adams & Shannon Merkel 

 

New Parishioners—Welcome! 
VIS Julie Rogerson 

VIS Jerry & Sandy Koenigs 

SH Dick & Ginger Meirick 

Deaths 
VIS 7-22-20 David Hatten 
SH 8-23-20 Joseph Huebsch 
VIS 8-24-20 Theresa Hackenmiller 
VIS 9-2-20 Elizabeth “Dolly” Hackenmiller 
VIS 9-7-20 Christina Freund 
SH 9-26-20 Margaret Smolik 
VIS 9-28-20 Ed Salz 
SH 10-3-20 Larry Phearman 
SH 10-25-20 Sandra Wagner 
VIS 10-29-20 Brian Duren 
SH10-31-20 – William “Bill” O’Neill  


